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THE COST of DISCIPLESHIP—a pondering of the D.E.  

      Then He (Jesus) began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 
suffering and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes and be 
killed and after three days, rise again (Mark 8: 31, NRSVue)  
  
      There is an old song, I remember from youth that we sang in my home 
church, entitled, “Are Ye Able” which has always brought a tear to my eye, as 
each verse raises the question about my (OUR)  capability of staying on the path-
way of Jesus especially  in times of adversity, discomfort, and suffering.  Another 
question we need to ask ourselves is whether we can we be full disciples of Jesus 
Christ without the cost of suffering? 
       
      As we journey thru the season of Lent, it is a good opportunity to better un-
derstand the full thrust of being a disciple of Christ and if that is something, we 
who say we are Christians, are earnest about accomplishing?  Keep before you, 
the  Mark 8:34 text as we move through the weeks before the crucifixion and 
Easter, and think about what it will take to be  a devoted follower of Jesus, espe-
cially when: illness, no funds for the “extras of living in this world”, hunger, 
death, etc, etc cross our paths?   Scripture says in Mark 8:34 that Jesus looked 
over the crowd of people who had been following He and the disciples.  Jesus 
gave those folks an invitation to join Him as His disciples.  BUT, Jesus’ conditions 
shocked the people of that day…He said, “If anyone would come after me, he 
must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” --- “Are ye able?”   In 
this text, Peter took exception to Jesus’ comments about suffering and called  Jesus 
on his stance.  Jesus, in turn, calls Peter to task, indicating that Satin is speaking 
thru Peter at that moment.   

      Remember the text in Matthew 19: beginning with vs 16 – where the rich 
young ruler questioned Jesus of what good he needed to do to have  eternal life?  
The man in the scripture text walked away from Jesus with his head drooping 
when Jesus lays out the difficult road it will take for that to happen.  SO, can we 
say “Lord, we are able…our spirits are thine”?  Are we willing to accept our 
CROSS in this life?  If Jesus suffered  and was rejected by the “leaders” of His 
time, are we not also rejecting Christ in those times when our cross seems diffi-
cult to bear?  Let us help one another bear the crosses that come into our lives, 
knowing they are learning times.  

      Sisters and Brothers, there is a price tag for discipleship and even we, who 
embrace the church, do not like the price tag and sometimes walk away.  It is 
much more appealing to pay thousands of dollars to attend a sports activity then 
get in the suffering line of following Christ.  Are you equipped for the suffering 
that will come?  Easter’s promise should be a sufficient reason for our journey 
and bring with it the Peace that only Christ can offer during the hard times.    
“Are Ye Able”, said the Master to be crucified with Me?               

            Georgia 
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SOPA District Office  
Monday - Friday 
Call for Hours 

Office Phone: (717) 778-2264 
Admin Assistant Email: sopadistrict@brethren.org 

Georgia Markey, Interim District Executive 

Email: gmarkeyfarmgirl114@gmail.com  

Cell: (717) 887-3905 

Office (717) 778-2254  

Address: SOPA District COB 

3375 Carlisle Rd, Suite A 

Gardners, PA 17324 

Website: https://www.cob-net.org/church/sopa/ 

District Search Processes 

York Second COB—Pastor (currently being served by Lay Minister) 

SOPA District Office—District Executive (currently held by Interim DE, Georgia Markey) 

York Second—Interested Candidates, please reach out to the District Executive.                      

For the D.E. Position, contact—Sister Nancy Sollenberger Heishman, 847-429-4381,                         

nsheishman@brethren.org  

2025 SOPA District Directory 

The 2025 District Directory is currently being updated and worked on! If  you have any 

updates/changes or information that would need to be added to the Directory, please for-

ward the information to the District Office ASAP.  We plan to distribute copies soon. 

Congratulations to Eric Seibert, Mechanicsburg COB,                                                                     

becoming licensed on March 2, 2025.   

Meat Canning                                          

April 21—24, 2025 

Needed Funds to purchase and process the canned chicken. 

Please reach out to: 

Kim Geisewite 

District Witness & Outreach Commission Chair 

kimgeisewite@gmail.com or 570-295-9879 

FUNDS ARE STILL NEEDED.  PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING! 



Page 3 Southern Pennsylvania District 

District Events / News 

The Encounter Sunday School Class, Huntsdale COB, has been providing lunch at “My Brother’s Table” 

(Carlisle Salvation Army) for many years. This year was no exception. On February 15, class members 

prepared, served and cleaned up, interacting with approximately 35 community members, with home-

made ice cream being the favored menu item. There is always time to interact and engage participants, 

with each one of us being reminded how very fortunate we are to feed persons a delicious meal            

satisfying their physical needs and attending to their spiritual needs as well.  – Pastor Darlene Stouffer 

 

April 13, 2025 
2025 C.O.B                                               

Annual Conference Moderator 

Dava Cruise Hill Hensley  

will be providing the Sunday Worship Service at  

Newville Church of the Brethren 

10:00 AM 

Everyone is welcome to attend! 

 SOPA District  

Picnic 

July 27, 2025 
Little Buffalo State Park 

Pavilion #2 

Near the pool and playground.  

Potluck picnic at 4:30 

Vesper Service at 5:30 

Details will follow as Witness 

and Outreach Committee      

continue to plan. 

Hope to see you there! 

  

Mechanicsburg COB—Spring Fling 

Rummage Sale 

Friday & Saturday 

April 4th & 5th, 2025 

Cross Keys Village—The Brethren Home Community 

Lifespring Day Services Now Open 

Lifespring Day Services at Cross Keys Village provides a 

peaceful, supportive environment for adults needing    

supervision. The program provides health services with   

social activities.   For more information, visit:             

crosskeysvillage.org/lifespring/ 
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HOLD IN PRAYER 

Prayers for Keith and Beth Nonemaker, West Shore COB.  Keith’s sister, 

Marsha Eslinger, passed away in February.  If you would like to send 

Keith and Beth a card their address is:                                                    

235 N. 19th Street, Camp Hill, PA  17011 

Church of the Brethren Denominational News 

Tim Button-Harrison, Northern Plains District Executive Minister announced he will be retiring December 
31, 2025.  Tim served the District for over 19 years. 

The Shenandoah District Church of the Brethren has begun their search for District Executive leadership. 

A Prayer for Mother’s Day 

 

Dear Lord, thank you for the blessings of children and families. Help us rely on you for guidance,      
patience and even-temperedness throughout our days. 
 
We pray that our children will love you, worship you and serve you with their God-given gifts. Grant 
us the wisdom to know how to influence them to live godly lives. Prevent us from provoking our chil-
dren to anger and from manipulating or nagging them. 
 
Fill our households with abiding love and respect. And help us all be united in purpose to do your will. 
In the name of Christ our Lord. Amen. 

2025 Annual Conference Ballot 

A complete list of nominees with biographical information and photos is available at 

www.brethren.org/ac2025/business and will be published in the 2025 Conference Booklet.   Please be in 

prayer for these nominees and share this information with your Annual Conference Delegate(s). Elections 

will be held this summer at Annual Conference in Greensboro, North Carolina, July 2-6.                           

(See pg. 25 for Annual Conference Ballot details.) 

Kim Geisewite continues to recover from a recent surgery, please keep Kim 

and Ken in your prayers. 

Leon  and Ellen Yoder’s daughter in law was in an serious automobile   

accident and is recovering.  Please keep the entire family in your prayers. 

Jan Custer continues to recover from cancer treatment.  Please keep Jan 

and Steve in your prayers. 
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UP-COMING EVENTS 

APRIL 2025 

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month 

Tuesday, April 1, 2025  Central Zone Pastor’s Meeting, Carlisle COB, 9:00 AM 

Wednesday, April 2, 2025  CAS, PA Family Support Alliance Blue Ribbon Champions for Safe Kids, 

3rd and State St., Harrisburg, 9:00 AM, (visit CAS website for more info, https://www.cassd.org/) 

Thursday, April 3, 2025  Eastern Zone Pastor’s Meeting, Codorus COB, 12:00 PM 

Thursday, April 3, 2025  SVMC Meeting—Leffler Chapel—Elizabethtown College 

Thursday, April 3, 2025  District Witness and Outreach Committee Meeting, ZOOM, 6:30 PM  

Tuesday, April 8, 2025  District Stewards Commission Meeting, ZOOM, 6:30 PM 

Thursday, April 10, 2025 CAS Board of Directors Meeting, 6:00 PM 

Thursday, April 10, 2025  District Executive Commission Meeting, Carlisle COB, 6:30 PM 

Saturday, April 12, 2025  Women’s Spring Luncheon, Huntsdale COB, 9:00 AM 

Sunday, April 13, 2025  Palm Sunday 

Thursday, April 17, 2025  Maundy Thursday 

Friday, April 18, 2025  Good Friday, District Office Closed 

Sunday, April 20, 2025  Easter Sunday 

Mon –Thur, April 21-24, 2025  District Meat Canning Project  

Wednesday, April 23, 2025  District Nurture Commission Meeting, Zoom, 7:00 PM 

Thursday, April 24, 2025  District Ministry Commission Meeting, Carlisle COB, 6:30 PM 

Saturday, April 26, 2025  Carlisle COB Summer Concert Series—The Fisher Girls, 7:00 PM (pg 11) 

Tuesday, April 29, 2025  CAS Auction Fundraising Event, New Fairview Church, York PA  5:00 PM, 

On-line Auction runs April 26—28, 2025, https://www.auctria.com/auction/CASAnnualAuction             

(see attached flyer, pg. 12) 

May 2025 

Thursday, May 1, 2025  National Day of Prayer 

Saturday, May 3, 2025  SOPA District, in partnership with Camp Eder, Men’s Outdoorsman’s Day, 

Camp Eder, (see attached flyer pg 8) 

Saturday, May 3, 2025  Mid Atlantic Disaster Response Auction, (see attached flyer pgs.16-18) 

Monday, May 5, 2025  Nominating and Personnel Committee Meeting, ZOOM, 7:00 PM 

Tuesday, May 6, 2025  Central Zone Pastor’s Meeting, Carlisle COB, 9:00 AM 

Thursday, May 8, 2025  Eastern Zone Pastor’s Meeting, Location TBD, 12:00 PM 

Sunday, May 11, 2025  Mother’s Day 

https://www.auctria.com/auction/CASAnnualAuction
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UP-COMING EVENTS CONTINUED 

May 2025 (continued) 

 

Thursday, May 15, 2025 CAS Ribbon Cutting & Dedication, Werner Early Learning Childcare Center, 

636 West Poplar St., York, 3:30—5:00 PM ( see attached flyer, pg 13) 

Saturday, May 17, 2025  District Board Meeting, Waynesboro COB, 8:30 AM Danish/Beverage,  9:00 

AM meeting begins, 117 S. Church St., Waynesboro  

Wednesday, May 21, 2025  Camp Eder Golf Tournament, (see attached flyer pg. 8)  

Thursday, May 22, 2025  District Ministry Commission Meeting, Carlisle COB, 6:30 PM 

Saturday, May 24, 2025  Carlisle COB Summer Concert Series—Elly Cooke, Country Gospel, 7:00 

PM (see attached flyer pg. 11) 

Monday, May 26, 2025  Memorial Day, District  Office Closed.  **Reminder, Chaplain in the Park 

begins, Memorial Day thru Labor Day, Codorus & Gifford Pinchot State Parks.  Please consider     

volunteering for a Sunday!**(See attached flyer pg. 14)  

Thursday, May 29, 2025  Ascension Day 

June 2025  

 

Monday & Tuesday, June 2 & 3, 2025  District Nurture Commission, Women’s Camp, Camp Eder 

(see attached flyer pgs 9-10) 

Thursday, June 5, 2025  District Witness and Outreach Commission Meeting, ZOOM, 6:30 PM 

Tuesday, June 10, 2025  District Stewards Commission Meeting, ZOOM, 6:30 PM 

Wednesday, June 18, 2025  District Nurture Commission Meeting, ZOOM, 7:00 PM 

Saturday, June 21, 2025  Carlisle COB Summer Concert Series—Frank N’ Bob, 7:00 PM (see pg. 11) 

Monday, June 23, 2025  District Executive Committee Meeting, Carlisle COB 6:30 PM 

Thursday, June 26, 2025  District Ministry Commission Meeting Carlisle COB 6:30 PM 

 

July 2025  

Wednesday—Sunday, July 2—6, 2025  COB Annual Conference, Greensboro N.C.                       

(voting information on pg. 25) 

Saturday, July 19, 2025  District Board Meeting, Gettysburg COB, 8:30 AM Danish/

Beverage,  9:00 AM meeting begins, 1710 Biglerville Rd, Gettysburg  

Thursday, July 24, 2025  District Ministry Commission Meeting, Carlisle COB, 6:30 PM 
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Nurturing Spiritual Growth 

District Nurture Commission 

 

Mark Your Calendars! 
 

Women’s Spring               
Luncheon (NEW DATE)—

Huntsdale COB 
Sat., April 12, 2025 

 
District Men’s Outdoorsman 

Day 
Camp Eder 

Sat., May 3, 2025 
 

District Women’s Retreat  
Camp Eder 

Monday & Tuesday,  
June 2-3, 2025 

 

Chaplain in the Park  

Codorus & Gifford Pinchot 

State Parks 

Sunday Worship Services                            

Memorial Day thru Labor Day:  

Take your Youth Group or Sunday 

School Class to lead Children’s 

Sunday School at Codorus on a 

Sunday, during Worship In The 

Park, and take a picnic to enjoy for 

after services.  

Questions or Information Contact: 

Beth Nonemaker, Nurture Chair  

717-761-3047 

 
Jesus died and rose to offer a personal relation-

ship with each individual and to adopt us into 
God’s family to spread His will and His ways to 

those around us in our everyday lives. 
 

Nurture Commission is here to assist congrega-
tions to grow spiritually in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
so our lives, families, and churches will have a 

growing Kingdom impact on earth as it is in 
heaven. 

“Walk in a manner worthy of the Lord,                          

to please Him in all respects,                                    

bearing fruit in every good work and multiplying                  

in the full knowledge of God. “ 

Colossians 1:10 



Page 8 Southern Pennsylvania District 



Page 9 Southern Pennsylvania District 



Page 10 Southern Pennsylvania District 



Page 11 Southern Pennsylvania District 



Page 12          Southern Pennsylvania District  



Page 13 Southern Pennsylvania District 



Page 14 Southern Pennsylvania District 



      

Page 15 Southern Pennsylvania District 

Planting Your Spring Garden 

For the Garden of Your Daily Living 
 

Plant Three Rows of peas 

Peace of Mind 

Peace of Heart 

Peace of Soul 

Plant Four Rows of Squash 

Squash Gossip 

Squash Indifference 

Squash Grumbling 

Squash Selfishness 

Plant Four Rows of Lettuce 

Lettuce Be Faithful 

Lettuce Be Kind 

Lettuce Be Patient 

Lettuce Really Love One Another 

No Garden is Complete without Turnips 

Turnip For Meetings 

Turnip For Service 

Turnip To Help One Another 

To Conclude Our Garden We Must Have 

Thyme 

Thyme For Each Other 

Thyme For Family 

Thyme for Friends 

 

Water Freely with Patience and          

Cultivate with Love.  There is much 

fruit in your garden because you      

REAP WHAT YOU SOW.                      

Pass it on! 
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