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SOPA District Office  
Monday - Friday 
Call for Hours 

Office Phone: (717) 778-2264 
Admin Assistant Email: sopadistrict@brethren.org 

Georgia Markey, Interim District Executive 

Email: gmarkeyfarmgirl114@gmail.com  

Cell: (717) 887-3905 

Office (717) 778-2254  

Address: SOPA District COB 

3375 Carlisle Rd, Suite A 

Gardners, PA 17324 

Website: https://www.cob-net.org/church/sopa/ 

District Search Processes 

York Second COB—Pastor (currently being served by Lay Minister) 

SOPA District Office—District Executive (currently held by Interim DE, Georgia Markey) 

York Second—Interested Candidates, please reach out to the District Executive.                      

For the D.E. Position, contact—Sister Nancy Sollenberger Heishman, 847-429-4381,                         

nsheishman@brethren.org  

 

 

Planning Begins on 2025 SOPA District Conference 
 

Planning has begun for the 2025 District Conference at Hanover Church of the Brethren, September 19 & 
20, 2025.  Our theme this year will be “Prayer Changes….”  We will look at some important aspects of how 

prayer is vital to our lives individually, as local churches, a District and our Denomination.  Our theme  
scripture passage is Hebrews 4:14-16:  “14. Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed 
through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15. For we do not have a High 

Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 
16. Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in 

time of need.”   
 

Some of you may have been fans of the original Star Trek television program and movies, the ones starring 
William Shatner as Captain Kirk.  If you remember the introduction to the show, the following words were 

part of that introduction:  “Space: the final frontier. These are the voyages of the starship Enterprise. Its 
five-year mission: to explore strange new worlds; to seek out new life and new civilizations; to boldly go 

where no man has gone before!”  I doubt that the words from Hebrews were an inspiration for these words 
but we are invited to boldly come before the throne of grace, to obtain mercy and find grace to help in time 

of need.  I think that prayer is the primary way in which we do this.   
 

I think that many of us want to see the activity of God in ways that we have not seen before.  Let’s come 
boldly before the Lord in prayer leading up to District Conference and ask God to do something in our midst 

in our time of need.   
God Bless, Eric Reamer, Moderator  



CONSIDER WHO YOUR NEIGHBOR IS AND REACH OUT TO THEM 

     As I have taken some quiet time to read some of our congregation’s church newsletters, I ap-
plaud the numerous varying kinds of outreach happening.  As we have just come through the Sea-
son of ADVENT, I noticed an air of excitement about the season the church celebrates and reminds 
us of the real meaning of the of Christmas.  It is a season of excitement for the small ones and a 
time of bringing family and friends home together, BUT WHAT ABOUT THE HARD TIMES in life’s jour-
ney that crowds out the excitement of the season?  If your spouse is still with you, are you thank-
ful?  If you have given God praise for that gift, think of those persons whose life partner is no longer 
beside them.  There are many other situations where Christmas does not always carry all the joy 
and thanksgiving others are experiencing. 
 
     For many, Christmas is not “the most wonderful time of the year!” (The following was shared in 
the Mechanicsburg Newsletter regarding this special   service)….”The idea behind the Blue Christ-
mas Service is to create space for the acknowledgement of the heaviness often carried during this 
season, as well as offering the hope that Jesus gives. Our society has become one of masking emo-
tions that are sometimes considered negative.  The Bible clearly acknowledges, celebrates, and 
makes space for pain, struggle, hardship, and tears –and so should we….The Blue Christmas Ser-
vice is a beautiful way to make space especially during the Advent season for those suffering any 
kind of loss—whether the loss of a person, a dream, finances, stability, health, or more.”     
 
     Another special service I am aware that a couple of our congregations provide for their congre-
gants and persons in the neighborhood is a special service many times held around “All Saint’s 
Day”.  The Congregational leader invites congregants to attend and provide a photograph of their 
departed loved one.  Also a computer- generated photo presentation of departed loved ones, can be 
utilized.  As each photograph is acknowledged, a bell is chimed as the departed loved one’s name is 
called out.  A brief time of sharing about  the purpose of our journey here on earth is shared which 
may be for some unchuched persons the first time they have had the opportunity to hear about 
God’s desire for us during this earthly journey. 
 
     These two special services seem to be a helpful way to reach out to those who have lost a loved 
one  or who carries the heavy news of a health concern, as well as letting someone who does not 
know God’s Peace know, you, the neighborhood church family care.    
 
     (Feel Free to send the District Office outreach ministry which your congregation is doing to 
reach the unchurched as well as those in the congregation who are not as in tune to God’s invita-
tion to be a part of HIS family. )                        

--Your Interim DE  Georgia 

“It is just as important to like someone as it is to 

love that person.” 

“Holding one another's dignity in respect is         

imagining Jesus” 
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District Events / News 

Congratulations to Joshua Tomes, Wolgamuth COB, becoming licensed on      
January 12, 2025.   

Mt. Olivet COB gave out 122 bowls of chicken 

corn soup and dozens of homemade cookies in 

Newport, Saturday, November 2, as a commu-

nity outreach.   Mt. Olivet has been doing this 

for over 5 years now.                                         

God Bless this outreach! 

Reminder 

2025 DFMA is $93.00 /person 

2025 Mileage Rate is 70 cents per mile 

Ordained Persons: CEU’s are due this year!  Please forward CEU information to the District Office. 

Meat Canning                                         
is scheduled for  

April 21—24, 2025                                            
NEEDED: volunteers to help in the canning, 

provide snacks / lunch, or donate funds. 

Please reach out to: 

Kim Geisewite 

District Witness & Outreach Commission Chair 

kimgeisewite@gmail.com 

570-295-9879 

FUNDS AND VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED! 

In order to proceed forward, we also 
need congregations and individuals to 

provide monetary funds. 

Dominican Republic Mission Trip Update 

A group of eight individuals from Greencastle, Newville, and Brooklyn 

First (N.Y) Church of the Brethren, will be helping to complete the 
construction of Chi Chi’s home during the 3rd week of February 2025.  

Volunteers will help to plaster walls, paint, finish the roof, assist with 

electrical work, and install plumbing.  The group will also help to 
build bathrooms onto the Mt. Horeb COB in Bastidas.  The group will 

have the opportunity to attend Asamblea, the Dominican Republic’s 

version of Annual Conference.  General Secretary David Steele, along 
with Annual Conference Moderator Dava Hensley, will be present for 

the Asamblea.  Donations are still being accepted for this mission trip.  Donations can be directed to 

SOPA District Office.  Please keep this trip and the volunteers in your prayers. 

Cross Keys Village wanted to thank everyone who    

donated stamps.  They were able to fund the purchase 

of a new clavinova (electric piano) for the adult day 

care building named, Life Spring.  The group continues 

to collect stamps, making  it possible to help others. 
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Nurturing Spiritual Growth 

District Nurture Commission 

 

 

Women’s Spring Tea /      
Luncheon—Huntsdale COB 

Sat., April 26, 2025 
 

District Men’s Outdoorsman 
Day 

Camp Eder 
Sat., May 3, 2025 

 
District Women’s Retreat  

Camp Eder 
Monday & Tuesday,  

June 2-3, 2025 
 

Chaplain in the Park  

Codorus & Gifford Pinchot 

State Parks 

Sundays -                              

Memorial Day to Labor Day:  

Take your Youth Group or   

Sunday School Class to lead      

Children’s Sunday School at 

Codorus one Sunday, during 

Worship In The Park and take a 

picnic to enjoy in the park for     

afterwards.  

Questions or Information Contact: 

Beth Nonemaker, Nurture Chair  

717-761-3047 

God created Adam and Eve to reveal that He 
desires a personal relationship with each       

individual.  God designed the family to spread 
His will and His ways to others within their 

sphere of influence. 
Nurture Commission fosters education and  

spiritual growth in the life of our congregations 
throughout the Southern PA District. We’re here 
to help individuals, families and congregations 

grow healthy relationships with God and others, 
and to grow in spiritual health. 
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HOLD IN PRAYER 

Please keep H. Roger Miller Jr. and his family in your prayers.    

Roger formerly served as the  SOPA District Board Treasurer.  He is 
battling cancer.  Cards may be sent to Roger at, 499 Indian Rock 

Dam Road, York, PA  17403.   

Update on Harold Yeager 

He is recovering at home.  LaVerne said Harold is around 80% and they continue to trudge on!  

Herald wanted to pass along these words to everyone: 

 

“Thank you to the many persons from across our Southern Pennsylvania District who have   
visited, prayed for, sent cards, and in  other ways expressed concern for me during my recent 
hospitalizations.  Your outreach touched my heart.  May God be praised!”Harold 

 

Donna Rhoads, SVMC, father, Stanley McKee, experienced a 
brain bleed in his cerebellum on December 27.  He is recov-
ering but there are lasting effects from the bleed.  As the 
hospital did tests for the brain bleed, they also discovered 
metastatic cancer in the bones, lungs, and brain.  He has 
been moved to a care facility.   
Please keep Donna and Stanley in your prayers. 

Wanda Smith’s mother, Althea 

Smith, fell and broke her hip.  
She had surgery and it went 

very well.  Plans are being 

made for rehab and future 
care.  Please keep Pastor Terry 

Smith and Wanda, Free Spring 

COB in your prayers.  Terry and 
Wanda’s address is 31244 Rt. 

35 N., McAlisterville, PA  17409 

Church of the Brethren Denominational News 

New & Renew Conference from May 14-16, 2025. This event will be held at the Church of the 

Brethren General Offices in Elgin, Illinois. Registration opens on February 10, 2025.  The conference 
theme, "God is Doing a New Thing," is inspired by Isaiah 43:19.  

The conference will be available in a hybrid format, allowing you to attend in-person or online. For more 
information and to register (beginning February 10), please visit www.brethren.org/newandrenew  

                                                             Service Sunday 2025   

          Suggested date: February 2 

Congregations and leaders are invited to recognize those who serve, or have served, during Sunday wor-

ship. This is a special opportunity to celebrate service in your community and around the world. 

 

      Find worship resources at www.brethren.org/servicesunday .  

https://www.brethren.org/dlf/newandrenew/
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbrethren.us4.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dfe053219fdb661c00183423ef%26id%3D4caa735af8%26e%3D5dbd22e81d&data=05%7C02%7Csopadistrict%40brethren.org%7Cfa8dc42bed2048847b1c08dd357e07d8%7C7
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UP-COMING EVENTS 

FEBRUARY 2025 

 

Saturday, February 1, 2025  Clergy Tax Seminar, Webinar, 11:00 AM—4:00 PM 

Tuesday, February 4, 2025  Central Zone Pastor’s Meeting, Carlisle COB, 9:00 AM 

Thursday, February 6, 2025  Eastern Zone Pastors Meeting, York First COB, 12:00 PM 

Thursday, February 6, 2025  Witness Commission Meeting, ZOOM, 1:30 PM 

Thursday, February 6, 2025  SVMC Meeting, (Search Committee) 5:00 PM 

Saturday, February 8, 2025  Risk Management / Mandatory Reporting Session, led by Eric Chase, 

(CAS) (open to Pastors, Ministers, and persons working with children/youth) CEU credit available, 

Hanover COB, 9:30—3:00 ***Please RSVP via phone or email to the SOPA District Office to ensure 

we have enough materials.*** 

Mon—Thurs, February 10-13, 2025  2025 Denominational Clergywomen’s Retreat, San Pedro 

Spiritual Development Center, Winter Park, FL 

Tuesday, February 11, 2025  Stewards Commission Meeting, ZOOM, 6:30 PM 

Thursday, February 13, 2025  Nominating & Personnel Meeting, ZOOM, 7:00 PM 

Tuesday, February 18, 2025  PA Council of Churches, Chaplain in the Park Meeting, HBG 

Wednesday, February 19, 2025  Nurture Commission Meeting, ZOOM, 7:00 PM 

Thursday, February 27, 2025  Ministry Commission Meeting, Carlisle COB, 6:30 PM  

 

MARCH 2025 

 

Monday, March 3, 2025  Program & Arrangements Meeting, Hanover COB, 6:30 PM 

Tuesday, March  4, 2025  Central Zone Pastor’s Meeting, Carlisle COB, 9:00 AM 

Thursday, March 6, 2025  Eastern Zone Pastors Meeting, location TBD, 12:00 PM 

Thursday, March 13, 2025  District Executive Committee Meeting, Carlisle COB, 6:30 PM 

Saturday, March 22, 2025  District Board Meeting, West Shore COB, 8:30 AM Danish/Beverage, 

9:00 AM meeting begins, 6921 Wertzville Road, Enola  

Thursday March 27, 2025  Ministry Commission Meeting, Carlisle COB, 6:30 PM 

Saturday, March 29, 2025  Stewards Commission Work Day—Lower Cumberland Cemetery 

 



Page 9 Southern Pennsylvania District 

UP-COMING EVENTS CONTINUED 

APRIL 2025 

Thursday, April 3, 2025  SVMC Meeting—Leffler Chapel 

Thursday, April 3, 2025  Witness Commission Meeting, ZOOM, 6:30 PM  

Tuesday, April 8, 2025  Stewards Commission Meeting, ZOOM, 6:30 PM 

Thursday, April 10, 2025  District Executive Committee Meeting, Carlisle COB, 6:30 PM 

Friday, April 18, 2025  Good Friday, District Office Closed 

Sunday, April 20, 2025  Easter Sunday 

Mon –Thur, April 21-24, 2025  Meat Canning Project 

Wednesday, April 23, 2025  Nurture Commission Meeting, Zoom, 7:00 PM 

Thursday, April 24, 2025  Ministry Commission Meeting, Carlisle COB, 6:30 PM 

Saturday, April 26, 2025  Women’s Spring Tea/Luncheon, Huntsdale COB, details forthcoming 

May 2025 

Saturday, May 3, 2025  Men’s Outdoorsman’s Day, Camp Eder 

Saturday, May 17, 2025  District Board Meeting, Waynesboro COB, 8:30 AM Danish/Beverage,  

9:00 AM meeting begins, 117 S. Church St., Waynesboro  

Thursday, May 22, 2025  Ministry Commission Meeting, Carlisle COB, 6:30 PM 

 

 

Mechanicsburg COB—Spring Fling 

Rummage Sale 

Friday & Saturday 

April 4th & 5th, 2025 

 

Newville COB 

Indoor Yard Sale 

Saturday, February 22nd, 2025 

Food available for purchase to benefit     

future mission projects. 

8:00 AM  
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CAMP EDER EVENTS 
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CAMP EDER EVENTS 
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CAS Upcoming Events 

February 13, 2025 - Board of Directors meeting - 6pm 

March 13, 2025 - Executive Committee meeting - 6pm 

April 10, 2025 - Board of Directors meeting - 6pm 

April 2, 2025 -PFSA Blue Ribbon Champions for Safe Kids 

April 2025 - Child Abuse Prevention Month 

April2025 - Ribbon Cutting At WELLC 

April 29- Auction - New Fairview Church., 1873 New Fairview Church Rd., York PA 
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In the Shadow, Chris Elliott 

Under God's care and provision in 2025 

Greetings with prayers for the Lord to move in our midst during the coming year for a determination to "do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God." Micah 6:8 

The ongoing works of our great God continue to inspire me. Worship and awe are the natural responses. Also, 
it is with heartfelt gratitude that I offer thanks to all of you who have prayed for us and supported us in so 
many ways during 2024. 

I encourage you to pray for missions and world evangelization. An excellent resource that I use as part of my 
daily devotional time is from Operation World. Every day a different country or aspect of missions is focused 
on, with lots of statistics and insights. The details shared allow for very specific and targeted prayer. You can 
use the link below, but I highly recommend that you download the app available at Google Play or App Store. 

Grace returned to Rwanda in November serving under Commission to Every Nation. She is teaching English 
as Second Language (ESL) at several different venues, administrating a women's sewing program, as well as 
helping with a local church youth ministry. You may contact her at crazycountrygirl5976@gmail.com. Tax 
deductible donations may be sent to: 

Commission to Every Nation PO Box 291307 Kerrville, TX 78029-1307 Please write Grace Elliott on the memo 
line. Or you may donate online using this link: https://cten.com/Donate/?missionary=ELLIGRA 

I will be heading back to Rwanda toward the end of January. A new semester for the Great Lakes Bible 
School will open on the 27th. FAR Reach Ministries is my informal umbrella I use to cover and support the 
various activities I’m connected with. These include (but are not limited to) Great Lakes Bible School and 
Grace Academy (nursery school) in Rwanda, International Pastoral Institute and Brethren School (nursery 
school) in Burundi. You might notice the similar addresses of Commission to Every Nation and Commission 
Ministers Network. They are sister organizations, sharing many of the same resources. Donations to FAR 
Reach/Christian Elliott are tax deductible and may be sent to: 

Commission Ministers Network PO Box 291002 Kerrville, TX 78029-1002. Please write Christian Elliott on the 
memo line. Or you may donate online using this 
link: https://cmnetwork.denarionline.com/Donate/?missionary=ElliChri 

 

Deloris keeps the home fires burning. Quite literally, this time of year. She continues to help as part of the care 
team for her mother, who is 98 years old and she spends a few days a month caring for an elderly widow near 
our home in Fort Littleton.  

You are welcome to connect with me anytime at cwelliott56@gmail.com. I also use WhatsApp: +1-717-262-
3154. I will be happy to hear from you. Here’s to a blessed 2025!  

mailto:crazycountrygirl5976@gmail.com
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcten.denarionline.com%2FDonate%2F%3Fmissionary%3DELLIGRA&data=05%7C02%7CSOPADistrict%40brethren.org%7C6eab052b739b4b5b1ff008dd2b2094c5%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1%7C0%7C6387141411406
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcmnetwork.denarionline.com%2FDonate%2F%3Fmissionary%3DElliChri&data=05%7C02%7CSOPADistrict%40brethren.org%7C6eab052b739b4b5b1ff008dd2b2094c5%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1%7C0%7C6387141
mailto:cwelliott56@gmail.com

